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* This paper is a revised version of a talk titled “Land Rights in Meghalaya: A Gendered Discourse
from the East Khasi Hills” delivered at the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, New Delhi, 14
October 2019.
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Figure­I: the map shows the location and spatial extension of 
the Shillong Urban Agglomeration and its constituent urban 
units. 
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Figure­II: the composite bar diagram shows the changing distribution of 
population across the urban units of Shillong urban agglomeration from one 
census year to another since 1901. Data source: prepared by author based on
Census of India 2011. 
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Figure­III: the decadal growth rate of Shillong Urban Agglomeration 
from 1901­2011 is presented in percentage by the author. Data source: 
Census of India, 2011. 
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Figure-IV:  the decadal growth rate in percentage of urban population from 
1981 to 2011 among the different urban units of SUA. (Note:  the new urban 
units achieving census town status in 2011 census were not included for the 
analysis.) Data source: Census of India 2011 
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Figure-V:The chart shows pie diagrams for different time periods, depicting the 
distribution of population among different town size /class of SUA. Data source: 
Census of India, 2011. 
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Figure­VI: the map depicts the spatio­temporal expansion of built­up area  
within theboundary of the  Shillong urban agglomeration from 1991­2011. Data 
source: maps digitized and processed from USGS EarthExplorer landsat 
imageries using ArcGIS and MapInfo software. 
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Plate1: encroachment of buildings into Umkhrah River at a 
site near Demseiniong. 

 

Plate3: Picture of buildings with poor sanitary 
conditions at a site in Laban, polluting Umshyrpi River. 

 

Plate2: Drains adopted by Municipal authorities, releasing 

sewage to river Umkhrah, at Wahiingdoh. 
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Plate3:Illegal Dumping of solid Waste in drains flowing to 
Umshyrpi River. 
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FIG.1: LOCATION MAP OF THE STUDY AREA
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PHOTO 1: TRADITIONAL ATTIRE OF SARTANGS OF WEST KAMENG DISTRICT
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PHOTO 2: A SARTANG COUPLE DURING THE MARRIAGE CEREMONIES
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PHOTO 3: A FIELD WITH COW DUNG, OAK TREE LEAF AND GRAIN AFTER HARVEST

FIG 2: OCCUPATIONAL PATTERN OF SARTANG TRIBE
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FIGURE 1: GEOGRAPHICAL MAP OF THE STUDY AREA
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FIGURE 2: PERCENTAGE OF FOREST COVER UNDER KOKRAJHAR DISTRICT, 2021
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FIGURE 3: FOREST COVER AREA UNDER KOKRAJHAR DISTRICT FROM

1999 TO 2021(IN PERCENT)
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